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Group Risk Benefits

Group Critical Illness Cover 

Appendix to quotation

Insured Conditions
Cover may be provided for the following insured conditions in a) Core cover and b) Additional cover . The cover basis quoted for is stated in the quotation.

*Indicates the use of the ABI Statement of Best Practice (May 2002) approved condition definition.

Please note the following: A consultant is defined as: a recognised consulting doctor on the specialist register or holding an appointment in a hospital in the UK, Republic of Ireland or in such other country that Saint John's Insurance Limited may agree to in any particular case.

Irreversible is defined as: cannot be cured by medical treatment and/or surgical procedures used by the National Health Service in the UK at the time of the claim.

Permanent is defined as: expected to last throughout life, irrespective of when the cover ends or the insured person retires.

a) Core cover

Cancer *

Diagnosis of a malignant tumour characterised by the uncontrolled growth and spread of malignant cells and invasion of tissue. The term cancer includes leukaemia and Hodgkin's disease but the following are excluded:

i) all tumours which are described as pre-malignant, as non-invasive or as cancer in situ,

ii) all tumours of the prostate unless classified as having a Gleason score greater than 6 or having progressed to at least TNM classification T2NOMO,

iii) all forms of lymphoma in the presence of any Human Immunodeficiency Virus,

iv) Kaposi's sarcoma in the presence of any Human Immunodeficiency Virus, and

v) any skin cancer other than invasive malignant melanoma.

Coronary Artery By-Pass Surgery *

The undergoing of open heart surgery on the advice of a consultant cardiologist to correct narrowing or blockage of one or more coronary arteries with by-pass grafts but excluding balloon angioplasty, laser relief or any other procedures.

Heart Attack *

Diagnosis of the death of a portion of the heart muscle as a result of inadequate blood supply that has resulted in all of the following evidence of acute myocardial infarction:

i) typical chest pain, and

ii) new characteristic electrocardiographic changes, and

iii) the characteristic rise of cardiac enzymes, troponins or other biochemical markers,

where all of the above shows a definite acute myocardial infarction. Other acute coronary syndromes, including but not limited to angina, are not covered under this definition.

Kidney Failure *

Diagnosis of end stage renal failure presenting as chronic irreversible failure of both kidneys to function, as a result of which either regular renal dialysis or renal transplant is initiated.

Major Organ Transplant *

The actual undergoing as a recipient of, or inclusion on an official UK waiting list for, a transplant of a heart, liver, lung, pancreas or bone marrow.

Motor Neurone Disease *

Confirmation by a consultant neurologist of a definite diagnosis of Motor Neurone Disease.

Multiple Sclerosis *

A definite diagnosis by a consultant neurologist of Multiple Sclerosis which satisfies all of the following criteria:

i) there must be current impairment of motor or sensory function, which must have persisted for a continuous period of at least six months,

ii) the diagnosis must be confirmed by diagnostic techniques current at the time of the claim.

Parkinson's Disease *

Confirmation by a consultant neurologist of a definite diagnosis of Parkinson's Disease.

Parkinson's Disease secondary to alcohol or drug misuse is not covered.

Pre-senile Dementia * 
A diagnosis by a consultant neurologist of pre-senile dementia. The diagnosis must, at the time it is made, be supported by evidence of progressive deterioration of memory and of the ability to reason and to perceive, understand, express and give effect to ideas.

Stroke *

Diagnosis of a cerebrovascular incident resulting in permanent neurological damage. Transient Ischaemic Attacks are specifically excluded.

b) Additional cover

If Additional cover is chosen, the following insured conditions are included in addition to those under Core cover.

AIDS/HIV by blood transfusion

Infection by Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) or suffering from Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) or other related virus or syndrome as a result of infection due to a blood transfusion received in the UK after the Inception Date (or date cover commences if later). Confirmation will be required by a suitably qualified consultant. Liability must be admitted by the medical facility and others must also be infected.

AIDS/HIV - Specific Groups

Children are not covered for this condition.

Infection by Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), or, suffering from Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) but only if the Insured Member's (or, where insured, a Spouse's) occupation is in the list below and providing that all of the following are satisfied:

i) the infection arose in the course of the Insured Member's (or, where insured, a Spouse's) normal duties of their principal employment and has been acquired as a result of contact with an HIV infected person involving passing of blood or body fluid from an HIV infected person or with an HIV infected medical instrument, 

ii) the incident that results in such contact must have occurred after the Inception Date (or date cover commences if later) and must have been reported, investigated and documented in accordance with established procedures for such an accident,

iii) the Insured Member (or, where insured, a Spouse) must have been tested within 5 days of the incident and shown not to have antibodies to HIV,

iv) within 10 days of the incident, the circumstances were reported in full to Saint John's Insurance Limited at its Principal Office and, it was reported that the Insured Member (or, where insured, a Spouse) underwent the blood test referred to above,

v) a further blood test within 12 months of the incident confirms the presence of HIV or antibodies to such a virus.

Occupations

Hospital: Doctors, Surgeons and Consultants, Nurses, Porters, Caterers, Cleaners, Laundry Workers;

General Practitioners and Nurses employed by them;

Dental Surgeons and Nurses;

District Nurses;

Midwives;

Paramedics;

Ambulance workers;

Fire Brigade Fire-fighters;

Policemen and Policewomen;

Laboratory technicians in a medical facility;

Prison Staff;

Company Doctors and Nurses.

Angioplasty

The undergoing of balloon angioplasty to correct the narrowing or blockage of two or more arteries, when the Insured Member (or, where insured, a Child or Spouse) has limiting anginal symptoms. Any claim must be supported by the evidence of:

i) prior treatment (on appropriate medication) from an appropriate registered medical practitioner holding such an appointment at a hospital in the UK or Republic of Ireland, and

ii) significant electrocardiogram changes, and evidence of Angiography showing 70% obstruction of two or more coronary arteries.

Aorta Graft Surgery *

Undergoing surgery for disease of the aorta needing excision and surgical replacement of a portion of the diseased aorta with a graft. For this definition, aorta means the thoracic and abdominal aorta, but not its branches.

Benign Brain Tumour *

Diagnosis of a non-malignant tumour in the brain resulting in permanent deficit to the neurological system. Tumours or lesions in the pituitory gland are not covered.

Blindness *

Total permanent and irreversible loss of all sight in both eyes as confirmed by an appropriate consultant physician.

Coma *

A state of unconsciousness with no reaction to external stimuli or internal needs, persisting continuously with the use of life support systems for a period of at least 96 hours and resulting in permanent neurological deficit as confirmed by an appropriate consultant physician. Coma secondary to alcohol or drug misuse is not covered.

Deafness *

Total permanent and irreversible loss of all hearing in both ears as confirmed by an appropriate consultant physician.

Heart Valve Replacement or Repair *

Undergoing open heart surgery from medical necessity to replace or repair one or more heart valves on the advice of a consultant cardiologist.

Loss of Independent Existence (including Muscular Dystrophy)

The permanent inability to perform without the assistance of another person three or more of the following activities of daily living as confirmed by an appropriate consultant physician:

Washing: The ability to wash in the bath or shower (including getting into or out of the bath or shower) or wash satisfactorily by other means.

Dressing: The ability to put on, take off, secure and unfasten all garments and, as

appropriate, any braces, artificial limbs or other surgical appliances.

Feeding: The ability to feed oneself once food has been prepared and made available.

Toileting: The ability to use the lavatory or otherwise manage bowel and bladder functions so as to maintain a satisfactory level of personal hygiene.

Transferring: The ability to move from a bed to an upright chair or wheelchair and vice versa.

Loss of Limbs *

The permanent physical severance of two or more limbs from above the wrist or ankle as confirmed by an appropriate consultant physician.

Loss of Speech *

Total permanent and irreversible loss of the ability to speak as a result of physical injury or disease as confirmed by an appropriate consultant physician.

Major Head Trauma

Diagnosis of residual brain damage resulting from an accidental injury to the head. There must be permanent neurological deficit causing significant functional impairment as defined by a consultant neurologist using standard measures of head injury (for example, the Insured Member (or, where insured, a Child or Spouse) must score 5 or less on the Eight Point Glasgow Outcome Scale for Head Injuries).

Paralysis / Paraplegia *

Total irreversible loss of muscle function or sensation to the whole of any two limbs as a result of injury or disease. The disability must be permanent, supported by appropriate neurological evidence and confirmed by an appropriate consultant physician.

Rheumatoid Arthritis

A definite diagnosis by a consultant rheumatologist of severe rheumatoid arthritis as evidenced by the following:

i) morning stiffness of at least one hour's duration,

ii) arthritis of at least three joint groups with some soft tissue swelling or fluid observed by a physician,

iii) arthritis involving at least one of the following groups:

proximal interphalangeal, metacarpophalangeal or wrists.

iv) symmetrical arthritis,

v) subcutaneous nodules,

vi) positive rheumatoid factor test,

vii) radiographic changes typical of rheumatoid arthritis.

Third Degree Burns *

Third degree burns covering at least 20% of the body surface area as confirmed by a specialist consultant.

Total and Permanent Disability (T&PD)

Standard definition

The disablement of an Insured Member (and, where insured, a Child or Spouse) through illness or injury such that, in the opinion of Saint John's Insurance Limited based on the medical evidence obtained, he or she will never at any time be able to perform any occupation whatsoever.

Alternative definition

The disablement of an Insured Member through illness or injury such that, in the opinion of Saint John's Insurance Limited based on the medical evidence obtained, he or she is, and will remain, unable to perform the essential duties of his or her own occupation.

‘Own occupation’ for this purpose means, in respect of an Insured Member, the job carried out by the Insured Member under his or her contract of employment with the Employer immediately prior to the onset of such disablement.

Note: No benefit will be payable for Total and Permanent Disablement where disability arises directly or indirectly as a result of the Insured Member (or, where insured, a Child or Spouse) being infected with Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) or conditions due to any Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).

Pre-existing conditions exclusions

No benefit will be payable for any insured condition which the Insured Member (and, where insured, aChild or Spouse) has suffered, or undergone, before the date they joined the Scheme, or at that date is already suffering from a condition for which a duration period is specified in the insured condition definition (e.g. six months for Multiple Sclerosis). Nor will benefit be payable for any insured condition where the Insured Member (and, where insured, a Child or Spouse) has previously received benefit under the Scheme for that insured condition.

For the purpose of the above, the suffering of a heart attack, or stroke, or the undergoing of coronary artery by-pass surgery, angioplasty, heart valve replacement or repair, heart transplant or aorta graft surgery is considered to be the same disease, e.g. if a heart attack has been suffered prior to commencement of cover under the Scheme, no benefit shall be payable for any future heart attack, stroke, coronary artery by-pass surgery, angioplasty, heart valve replacement or repair, heart transplant or aorta graft surgery.

For T&PD, we will not pay benefit if the disablement started before the date they joined the Scheme.

If an Insured Member (and, where insured, a Child or Spouse) has previously, at any time, suffered any of the insured conditions, no benefit will be payable for T&PD or Paralysis/Paraplegia unless Saint John's Insurance Limited is satisfied that the claim is unrelated to the insured condition previously suffered. 

In addition, no benefit will be payable for any insured condition occurring within two years of an Insured Member (or, where insured, a Child or Spouse) joining the Scheme which has resulted directly or indirectly from any Related Condition from which the Insured Member (or, where insured, a Child or Spouse) was suffering at, or at any time prior to, the commencement of cover under the Scheme. Such Related Conditions will include but are not restricted to those listed in Related Conditions. 

The Insured Member (and, where insured, a Child or Spouse) will be deemed to have suffered, or undergone, or have been in any duration period specified in an insured condition before they joined the Scheme whether or not the insured condition had been formally diagnosed, provided that a subsequent diagnosis confirms that the Insured Member (and, where insured, a Child or Spouse) was suffering, or undergoing, or in any duration period specified in, an insured condition prior to that date. 

When an Insured Member marries, Spouse's cover (where provided) will commence, and the pre-existing conditions will apply to this cover, from the Entry Date coincident with or, if not coincident with, next following the date of marriage.

When a Child of an Insured Member becomes eligible for inclusion, we will provide cover and the pre-existing conditions will apply from the day the Child is included.

Related Conditions

The conditions which apply as Related Conditions under the pre-existing conditions for the various insured conditions will include, but not be restricted to, those listed below:

Benign Brain Tumour

Neurofibromatosis (Von Recklinghausen's disease), haemangioma (Von Hippel-Lindau).

Blindness

Glaucoma, pituitary tumour, optic atrophy, papilloedema, retrobulbar neuritis, sarcoidosis, malignant exophthalmos, diabetes mellitus, transient ischaemic attack, stroke, multiple sclerosis, uveitis.

Cancer

Polyposis coli, papilloma of the bladder, Crohn's Disease, abnormal smear test, any carcinoma in situ or Ulcerative Colitis.

Coma

Multiple sclerosis, cerebral palsy, any lesion/growth of the brain or spinal cord, any vascular lesion of the brain, muscular dystrophy, brain abscess, myasthenia gravis, fits or convulsions of unknown origin, a history of attempted suicide, any mental illness.

Deafness

Mastoiditis, middle ear infection or tumour, acoustic nerve injury, neurofibromatosis, cholesteatoma.

Kidney Failure

Hypertension, familial polycystic kidney disease or any chronic renal disease or disorder.

Heart Attack, Coronary Artery By-Pass Surgery and Angioplasty, Aorta Graft Surgery, Heart Valve

Replacement or Repair

Any disease or disorder of the heart, hypertension or any obstructive/occlusive arterial disease.

Loss of Independent Existence (including Muscular Dystrophy)

Multiple sclerosis, whether a definite or tentative diagnosis, muscular dystrophy, family history of muscular dystrophy, cerebral palsy or any disease or disorder of the brain, spinal cord or column.

Loss of Limbs

Vascular disease, bone and soft tissue cancer, congenital deformities of limbs, brachial plexus trauma, diabetes mellitus.

Loss of Speech

Transient ischaemic attack, stroke, motor neurone disease, multiple sclerosis, cancer, brain tumour, laryngeal polyps.

Major Organ Transplant

Cardiomyopathy, coronary artery disease, cardiac failure, chronic liver disease or failure, leukaemia, pulmonary hypertension or chronic lung disease.

Motor Neurone Disease

Progressive muscular atrophy, primary lateral sclerosis, progressive bulbar palsy.

Multiple Sclerosis

Any form of neuropathy, encephalopathy, or myelopathy including, but not restricted to the following:

abnormal sensation (numbness) of the extremities, trunk or face; weakness or clumsiness of a limb; double vision; partial blindness; ocular palsy; vertigo (dizziness); difficulty of bladder control; optic neuritis; spinal cord lesion; abnormal MRI scan; retrobulbar neuritis.

Parkinson's Disease

Treatment with psychotropic medication, tremor, extra pyramidal disease.

Pre-senile Dementia

Dementia including organic brain disease, circulatory brain disorder, amnesic disorder, aphasia.

Rheumatoid Arthritis

Inflammatory polythropathies.

Stroke

Hypertension, any valvular disorder of the heart, transient ischaemic attacks, intra-cranial aneurysm or any obstructive/occlusive arterial disease.

Total and Permanent Disability and Paralysis/Paraplegia

Multiple sclerosis, whether a definite or tentative diagnosis, muscular dystrophy, family history of muscular dystrophy, cerebral palsy or any disease or disorder of the brain, spinal cord or column.

In addition, a Related Condition is any condition which Saint Johns Insurance Limited determines, on the basis of medical evidence, to have contributed to or exacerbated the occurrence of an insured condition.

